Participant Rules

Part 1 – Introduction


The following rules of participation (the “Rules”) apply between the applicant set out in the on-line application form (“you”, “your” or, as the case may be, “Participant”) and The Solicitors Pro Bono Group, operating as LawWorks, a company limited by guarantee and incorporated under the laws of England and Wales (Company Number 3410932) and whose registered office is 1st Floor, Pellipar House, 9 Cloak Lane, London EC4R 2RU (we”, “us” or “our”) and govern participation to LawWorks Choices (the “Scheme”) 

Part 2 – Rules of Participation 

Eligibility

1. You may only apply to provide pro bono legal services under the Scheme (the “Pro Bono Service(s)”) if you are:

a. admitted as a solicitor of the Supreme Court of England and Wales; and

b. not currently employed as a qualified solicitor or otherwise practising as a solicitor, including locum work; and

c. actively seeking employment as a practicing solicitor ;

LawWorks has discretion to waive criterion B should the work be minimal and part time.
(the “Eligibility Criteria”)

2. Upon our request you will promptly provide any evidence, documentation or other materials reasonably required by us to satisfy us that you meet (or, in the event that you have been selected to participate in the Scheme, continue to meet) the Eligibility Criteria.

3. By submitting your application to us you warrant and represent that you meet the Eligibility Criteria.  You agree that you will immediately inform us if you cease to meet (or, in the event that you have been selected to participate in the Scheme, cease to continue to meet) the Eligibility Criteria.

Your Application

4. Submission of your application form constitutes an offer which is subject to our acceptance and does not guarantee you a place on the Scheme.  If your offer is accepted by us, this will be communicated to you in writing or by email.

5. You are required as a condition of participation to the Scheme to take out and retain individual membership of LawWorks. An annual membership fee is normally payable, the level of which will depend on your circumstances. Information on membership fees can be found on lawworks.org.uk. 

Practising Certificate

6. Not all applicants selected to participate in the Scheme in accordance with paragraph 4 above (the “Participant(s)”), will be entitled to have The Law Society meet the cost of their practising certificate fee (and any applicable compensation fund contribution) when they apply for a practising certificate. Entitlement to this funding will be offered at our discretion and may take into account pro bono activity undertaken by you the Participant.

7. The Participant acknowledges and agrees that being admitted to the Scheme does not guarantee that the SRA will issue them with a practising certificate and that applications for practising certificates are subject to separate eligibility criteria prescribed from time to time by the SRA rules and regulations which is outside of the control of either us or The Law Society. No refunds or compensation will be given to the Participant by us or The Law Society in the event that its application for a Practising Certificate is rejected by the SRA. 

8. A Participant who has taken up the entitlement referred to in paragraph 4 shall practise as a qualified solicitor under their practising certificate solely for the purpose of providing the Pro Bono Services and not for any other purpose. This is a fundamental term of these Participant Rules. 

Pro Bono Services

9. Each Participant agrees:

a. to provide a minimum of 5 hours of Pro Bono Services per month (subject to opportunities arising in accordance with our operating standards) unless prevented by illness, accident or any other circumstance which has been specified by us  in advance;

b. to provide the Pro Bono Services promptly and with due care, skill and ability and only undertake those Pro Bono Services for which the Participant is suitably qualified and experienced to properly carry out; 

c. to be responsible for all costs and expenses (except for the practising certificate fee in accordance with paragraphs 6 and 7 above) associated with providing the Pro Bono Services to clients; and 

d. at all times, to abide by: (i) the Pro Bono Protocol; (ii) any applicable professional indemnity insurance requirements made known to the Participant from time to time; (iii) the Solicitors’ Code of Conduct 2007 and any other applicable SRA rules and regulations; (iv) the usual and reasonable standards of practice adopted by a reasonable practising solicitor towards his client; and (v) such other reasonable standards as may be notified by us from time to time;

e. to comply with such Continuing Professional Development (CPD) requirements as may be required by the SRA. (We encourage attendance at the CPD training we provide to our members free of charge). 

Guaranteed Interview Scheme

10. Any Participant who chooses to participate in the Guaranteed Interview Scheme agrees to carefully consider their suitability for any job interview that they are offered under this Scheme, including (without limitation) whether they hold the appropriate level of qualification and/or experience for such job vacancy. It should be noted that the Guaranteed Interview Scheme is separate from this Scheme.
Termination

11. You may terminate your participation in the Scheme for any reason immediately upon 14 days’ written notice to us.
12. We may terminate your participation in the Scheme:
a. for any reason upon 14 days’ written notice to you; or
b. immediately upon written notice to you in the event that you: (i) at any point cease to meet the Eligibility Criteria; or (ii) in our reasonable opinion, are negligent or incompetent in the performance of the Pro Bono Services; or (iii) guilty of any fraud or dishonesty or act in any manner which in our reasonable opinion brings or may bring us, you, the other Participants and/or The Law Society into disrepute or is materially adverse to our, the other Participants’ and/or The Law Society’s interest; or (iv) are in breach of these Rules.
13. On expiry or termination for any reason of the Scheme:

a. these Rules shall immediately terminate (save for any accrued rights and obligations of the parties under these Rules at the date of termination or any paragraph in these Rules intended to be of a continuing nature); 

b. you will immediately cease providing Pro Bono Services; and, 

c. if we so request, you will (at your expense) provide all assistance and do all such things as we reasonably require in order to transfer any ongoing Pro Bono Services (including (without limitation) any documents, materials, records, correspondence, papers and information relating to the Pro Bono Services) to any person who we may elect in our sole discretion.  

14. In addition to paragraph 14 above, if your participation to the Scheme is terminated in accordance with either paragraph 12 or 13b and you have availed yourself of the entitlement referred to in paragraph 6, The Law Society shall be entitled to recover from you an amount equivalent to the practising certificate fee (and any applicable compensation fund contributions) which it met on your behalf, pro rated by the remaining months of your current Practising Certificate. If you obtained employment through the Guaranteed Interview Scheme, your new employer ought to pay this recovery for you. In any event, The Law Society will act fairly and reasonably in deciding whether to effect a recovery and take into account an individual’s individual circumstances before deciding to do so.

Our Relationship

15. The relationship between us and the Participant will be that of independent volunteer and nothing in these Rules shall render the Participant our employee, worker, agent or partner and the Participant shall not hold itself out as such.
Data Protection

16. You consent to us holding and processing data relating to you for legal, administrative and management purposes and in particular the processing of any “sensitive personal data” (as defined in the Data Protection Act 1998) relating to you.  You also consent to us making such information available to the Law Society, SRA, any organisation, regulatory body or other organisation involved with the funding and issuance of practising certificates, third parties wishing to receive Pro Bono Services, law firms participating in the Scheme and in the Guaranteed Interview Scheme, and to our professional indemnity insurers.

17. You will fully comply with your obligations under the Data Protection Act 1998 in relation to any “personal data” or “sensitive personal data” (both as defined in the Data Protection Act 1998) which you process as a result of your participation in the Scheme and/or provision of the Pro Bono Services.

General

18. These Rules are the whole agreement between the parties and supersede any previous agreement between the parties relating to such matters. Each party acknowledges and agrees that in entering into these Rules it does not rely on, and shall have no remedy in respect of, any statement, representation, warranty or understanding (whether negligently or innocently made) other than as expressly set out in these Rules as a warranty. The Participant agrees that we may amend these Rules, or any aspect of the Scheme, at any time and with immediate effect. 

19. If any provision of these Rules (or any part of any provision) is found by a court or other authority of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable, that provision or part-provision shall, to the extent required, be deemed not to form part of these Rules and the validity and enforceability of the other provisions of these Rules shall not be affected.
20. These Rules are governed by English law and you submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the English Courts.  Nothing in this paragraph 21 shall prevent or restrict us from pursuing any action against you in any court of competent jurisdiction

22.
The Law Society may enforce these Rules subject to and in accordance the provisions of the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999.  Except for the foregoing, all other persons who are not party to these Rules shall have no rights under the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999 to enforce these Rules.
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